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Bedford Borough Council  

Planning Policy Team 

Borough Hall  

Cauldwell Street  

Bedford  

MK42 9AP 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

CALL FOR SITES– NATURAL ENGLAND SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SUBMISSION 

LAND SOUTH-WEST OF RUSHDEN 

I write on behalf of my client the St Albans Diocesan Board of Finance who submitted land south-west of 

Rushden, for consideration as part of the Local Plan Review. 

Following this submission, my client was contacted by a member of the policy team in relation a 

response submitted by Natural England about this site. The opportunity to supplement the site 

submission on this specific matter was offered and as such my client instructed Aspect Ecology to review 

the comments raised by Natural England and prepare a response. 

The documentation included as part of this submission is: 

− This covering letter; 

− Information to Inform a Plan-level Habitats Regulations Assessment for the ‘Proposed Allocation 

of the Site (ref: 1006163 HRF vf CL), prepared by Aspect Ecology; 

− Technical Briefing Note: Preliminary Ecological Survey Results: Constraints, and Opportunities 

(ref: 1006163 TN01 ECN vf), prepared by Aspect Ecology. 

Natural England Response 

As part of their response, Natural England have identified that the site is potentially a high-risk allocation 

and that as part of the site selection process further information and assessment is required in order to 

address concerns over the potential for ‘likely impacts’ on the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA 

designation.  

In particular, the comments received identify that the plan-level HRA should identify mitigation measures 

to address the recreational pressure impacts and possible loss of functionally linked land, such as SANG 

(Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace). 

Aspect HRA Report 

Aspect Ecology have prepared a report which assesses the potential for likely significant effects on the 

Upper Nene Valley Quarry Pits SPA/Ramsar to arise under the proposals. 






