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Introduction 

This advice note was requested to provide the following:  

The potential to remove and develop area immediately to the south of RWE (northern most extent of 
survey area 2). 

The advice note sets out the results of the botany survey of the scrub and grassland buffer habitats 
located immediately to the south of the RWE Power Station within the Alington Site as shown in the 
plan provided in Annex 1. A phase 1 habitat plan is also provided within Appendix 1. 

 

Methods 

Survey Methods 

A botany survey of the RWE buffer area habitats was carried out by experienced botanist, Sven Wair 
on 19 June 2021.  The survey identified all higher plants within the two survey areas by eye and hand 
lens and with reference to Stace (2010).  Where necessary, specimens were collected and later 
identified at home using a microscope and with reference to other literature.   

For one rare species Galium parisiense (Wall Bedstraw) contact was also made with the Bedfordshire 
County Recorder to confirm the status and identification of the species. 
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CWS Criteria 

The criteria for neutral grasslands taken from Bedfordshire and Luton Local Sites Partnership (2020) 
are as follows: 

c) Neutral grassland sites supporting good populations of either:  

• three or more strong neutral grassland indicator species;  
• eight or more neutral grassland indicator species in total. 

Also, a separate criterion for grassland assemblages: 

e) Sites supporting good populations of more than 50 grassland species.  

 

Results 

The results of the botany survey provided in Annex 2 demonstrate that the buffer strip supports an 
area of planted, mixed scrub species and rabbit-grazed, semi-improved neutral grassland.  The site 
photographs provided in Annex 3 illustrate the mosaic habitat, the herb-rich grassland and presence 
of a badger sett. 

The presence of a population of Galium parisiense (Wall Bedstraw) was notable as this is a declining 
and rare lowland species of walls and bare ground that is intolerant of nutrient enrichment according 
to the online atlas of the British flora (https://www.brc.ac.uk/plantatlas/plant/galium-parisiense) and 
its presence has not been confirmed within Bedfordshire previously (Bedfordshire County Recorder 
pers. comm.).  

The total number of grassland species (72) exceeded the 50 species CWS selection threshold for 
neutral grassland noting that many species were tall ruderals and possibly may be excluded. If ruderals 
are excluded then the total is 60 and hence remains still well above the threshold. 

The buffer area supported 6 (possibly 7 if Galium parisiense is included) neutral grassland indicator 
species, and hence less than the CWS section criteria for indicator species threshold of 8 species.  
There were no ‘strong’ neutral grassland indicator species present. 

 

Mitigation Strategy 

The botany survey of the grassland within the RWE buffer area suggests that the grassland habitat 
supports a rare species (Galium parisiense) and also meets the CWS selection criteria for neutral 
grassland assemblage.  Given that the area may not be maintained, there will be a requirement to 
mitigate the loss of habitats. 

Mitigation would be achieved by reproducing the topological and geological conditions of the current 
site which appears to be an artificial mound of sandy and gravel substrates and to establish a similar 
bank nearby.  For translocation, there are two options:  

1) Translocate the seedbank in the substrate; or  
2) Harvest the seeds at fruiting time and spread them on the receptor site.   

Given that G. parisinese is a colonising, ruderal species, this is not considered a difficult translocation 
and both methods would likely provide a positive result.  The sand and gravel substate that is then 
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managed under a management plan would also provide a habitat for a range of other ruderal and 
perhaps heathland species as well as an associated rich invertebrate community.   

A management plan would maintain the rabbit-grazed grassland and the mosaic of taller grassland 
and scrub habitats through a programme of periodic scrub clearance and grassland management.   
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Annex 1: Location of RWE Scrub buffer 
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Phase 1 habitat Plan 
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Annex 3: Site Photographs 

1. Scrub and rabbit-grazed grassland  2. Scrub and rabbit-grazed grassland 3. Planted scrub and trees 

   
4. Rabbit grazed, herb rich grassland 5. Scrub and rabbit-grazed grassland 6. Subsidiary occupied badger sett 

   
 




